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Region Proposes Enhanced Maritime
Domain Activities, Countering China

t the show, representatives of differ-
Aent countries reiterated the need to

enhance maritime domain activities
due to the complex maritime security in
the region with China getting aggressive
day by day.

Speaking at the ‘Malaysia Maritime
Conference 2025’, the Malaysian Minister
of Defence, Datuk Seri Mohamed Khaled
Nordin said this year’s theme, “Malay-
sia A Maritime Nation: Synergising Good
Governance Through Effective Policies for
Maritime Prosperity”, reflects the country’s
commitment to strengthening maritime
governance and driving the sustainable
growth of a vibrant blue economy.

Maritime Nation

“Malaysia is, without a doubt, a proud
maritime nation, by history, geography and
economy. Positioned at the crossroad of
major sea trade routes, we are responsible
for safeguarding the security, sustainabil-
ity and prosperity of our maritime domain.
Maritime trade remains the lifeblood of our
economy, with over 90% of our trade being
conducted via sea routes. Beyond trade,
our waters hold vast untapped potential.”

The Minister said that “unlocking it (the
potential) requires economic foresight,
robust governance, strategic policy-
making, and a steadfast commitment to
maritime security. While we greatly benefit
from our maritime nation status, this privi-
lege comes with significant challenges
and responsibilities. Rising maritime traf-
fic, overlapping territorial claims, marine
pollution, and climate change demand
more than just a strategy. They call for
a sound, forward-thinking approach to
ensure long-term resilience and adapt-
ability in our maritime governance. Thus,
our approach to maritime affairs must be
guided by a vision that prioritises shared

prosperity for all Malaysians, safe inter-
national trade routes, and overall regional
peace and stability.”

Harnessing the Blue Economy

He said that overexploitation, climate
change and pollution threaten the marine
ecosystems and “Malaysia remains firmly
committed to the Blue Economy approach,
which ensures our economic pursuits
at sea do not compromise environmen-
tal integrity. This commitment aligns with
the UN Sustainable Development Goals,
particularly SDG 14: Life Below Water, and
it supports our vision for a resilient ocean-
based economy.”

The Minister said that the country
would enhance inter-agency coordination,
expand maritime domain awareness, and
foster greater synergies among govern-
ment institutions, private stakeholders,
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and regional partners. “Whether through
offshore renewable energy projects,
sustainable fisheries, or major discoveries
in marine biotechnology, our efforts focus
on securing long-term prosperity while
protecting the health of our seas.”

Strengthening Maritime Policy

The Minister said, “While our maritime
governance structure is comprehensive,
we must strive for greater coherence and
efficiency to face the ever-evolving chal-
lenges. Currently, Malaysia enforces over
15 maritime-related Acts and Orders,
with responsibilities shared among more
than 30 agencies and multiple ministries.
Overlapping jurisdictions, inefficiencies,
and resource constraints must be urgently
addressed. Moving forward, the govern-
ment is firmly committed to establishing an

»Continued on page 2
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integrated maritime governance. This
includes: a. Streamlining maritime law
enforcement to eliminate redundancies
and improve inter-agency coordination;
b. Enhancing digitalisation and data shar-
ing to bolster Maritime Domain Awareness
(MDA) through real-time intelligence and
surveillance; and c. Formulating a National
Maritime Policy to align economic security
and environmental priorities.”

Stating that the country would rein-
force its legal framework to combat
illegal fishing, marine pollution, and foreign
encroachments into the region’s waters.
By strengthening enforcement mecha-
nisms, Malaysia will ensure accountability
and deter illicit maritime activities.

Safeguarding Sovereignty

True economic prosperity cannot
be achieved without security at sea, he
said and added that both traditional and
non-traditional threats, including ille-
gal, unreported and unregulated fishing,
piracy, smuggling, and marine pollution,
continue to challenge Malaysia’s sover-

>

eignty. “Disruptions in supply chains,
shifting geopolitics, and emerging security
threats further emphasise the need for a
strong and coordinated maritime defence
posture. Malaysia will continue to enhance
its naval and maritime enforcement capa-
bilities to protect our national interests. In
addition, we must keep up with the rise of
emerging and disruptive technologies that
can optimise our ability to address mari-
time concerns. In this regard, to further
strengthen our maritime security, Malaysia
will increase investments in: a. Advanced
surveillance technologies, including the
deployment of autonomous unmanned
vehicles (AUVs), b. Intelligence-sharing
mechanisms, and c. Joint naval exer-
cises with trusted international partners
to ensure readiness against emerging
threats.”

Using Al and other tools

The path towards maritime prosperity
may be challenging, but we must navigate
it together with determination and unity. In
doing so, we must also pay close atten-

Nine Companies Sign
Contracts with DSA

omentum is building ahead of the
M 19th edition of Defence Services

Asia Exhibition and Conference
(DSA 2026) and the 4th edition of National
Security Asia (NATSEC Asia 2026), with
nine leading companies officially pledg-
ing their participation in what are among
the region’s most prominent defence and
security-related events.

The contracts were exchanged at a
ceremony held on the sidelines of the
show, witnessed by Malaysia’s Minister of
Defence, YB Dato’ Seri Mohamed Khaled
Nordin; Secretary General of the Ministry
of Defence, YBhg. Datuk Lokman Hakim
bin Ali; Chief of Defence Force, YBhg.
General Datuk Mohd Nizam Jaffar; Chief
of Army, YBhg. General Tan Sri Dato' Wira
Muhammad Hafizuddeain bin Jantan, and
other dignitaries.

“This milestone sets the stage for
what is shaping up to be the most ambi-
tious edition of DSA and NATSEC Asia
to date. These signed contracts reflect
the stature of DSA and NATSEC Asia
on the international stage, and the trust
that key players place in our platform to
deliver meaningful engagement, visibil-
ity, and business outcomes. The level of
commitment we have received thus far
is both encouraging and telling,” said
Nadzeem Abdul Rahman, Executive
Director, DSA Exhibition and Conference
Sdn Bhd.

Among the companies formalising
their participation are Ada Vinci Global
Sdn. Bhd. (AVG), Advance Defence
Systems Sdn. Bhd., Cendana Auto Sdn.
Bhd., IDC Technologies Sdn. Bhd., Mega
Arms Sdn. Bhd., Nizra Group, Rohde &
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... Region Proposes Enhanced Maritime Domain Activities, Countering China

tion to the following: a. Firstly, the rise of
emerging technologies such as the use of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) for data analy-
sis and maritime threat monitoring, b.
Secondly, the importance of underwater
cable network within the regional waters,
which is one of the issues raised during
the last ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meet-
ing Retreat, and c. Thirdly, the undersea
research and exploration, such as under-
sea features naming activities. All these
issues must not be ignored while discuss-
ing maritime agenda.

This conference must serve as a crucial
platform for exchanging ideas, fostering
partnerships, and refining forward-looking
policies that will propel Malaysia as a lead-
ing maritime nation.

The Minister commended the Royal
Malaysian Navy for championing this
pursuit of Maritime Nation Agenda. The
deliberations and outcomes from this
conference will be instrumental in guid-
ing future policy formulation and strategic
planning. &

- R. Chandrakanth

Schwarz, Weststar Defence Industries
Sdn. Bhd., and VR Universal Sdn. Bhd.,
marking a strong start to the DSA and
NATSEC Asia 2026 exhibitor line-up.

Minister of Defence YB Dato’ Seri
Mohamed Khaled Nordin welcomed
the strong early response, citing it as a
testament to the events’ enduring value.

“For over three decades, DSA has
stood as a cornerstone of the global
defence calendar, while NATSEC Asia,
now in its fourth edition, continues to
expand its reach and relevance in the
national security domain. Together,
these events have long served as critical
platforms where governments, indus-
try leaders, and defence professionals
converge to address the most press-
ing security challenges of our time,” he
said. ®
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RBS15 Mk3 Anti-Ship and
Coastal Defence System

ccording to Diehl, current conflicts
Ademonstrate the fundamental impor-

tance and value of anti-ship missiles
with the ability to achieve mission success
across the entire engagement spectrum.
The company feels that the RBS15 will
dominate the war zone in its traditional use
as armament for ships and as land-based
coastal defence systems. The state-of-the-
art RBS15 Mk3 missile system meets the
demanding requirements of today's and
future naval scenarios for a long-range anti-
ship cruise missile with deep strike land
attack capability, says the company.

The RBS15 MK3 is a jointly developed
version of the proven predecessor Saab
RBS15 Mk2 used in the Swedish Navy and
other naval forces. With the heavy anti-ship
missile RBS15 Mk3, Diehl Defence delivers
the main weapon for the German Navy's
corvettes of the "Braunschweig" class
(K130) in cooperation with the Swedish part-
ner Saab Dynamics.

Diehl feels that the RBS15 Mk3 system is
a highly effective and manoeuvrable, preci-
sion weapon with active radar seeker head,
which is extremely jam resistant against
electronic countermeasures and assertive
even in GPS-denied areas. The all-weather
capable, fire-and-forget anti-ship missile is
also able to successfully engage both sea
and land targets at a distance of more than
200 km. For this purpose, a combination of
inertial and GPS-based navigation is used
for the free flight. The radar seeker is mainly
activated for the target location during termi-
nal homing.

The trajectory can be configured flexibly
(evasive manoeuvre and attack repetition
during the terminal phase) via programmable
way points and elaborated altitude regula-
tion (sea-skimming). Low radar and infrared
signature make the detection more difficult
for the enemy. On account of its capabili-
ties, the RBS15 Mk3 has a high penetration
capability against air defence. The target
engagement is based on a modern opera-
tional missile engagement planning system

RBS15 Land System

with relevant data bases. With possible
multi-missile attacks the probability of
success can be increased even more.

In addition to the ship-based version,
RBS15 Mk3 can also be launched from a
wide range of trucks according to specific
customer requirements, so that a very effec-
tive coastal defence can be established
quickly and easily. Since the missile can
engage all ships and suitable land targets,
user nations benefit from high system flex-
ibility with regard to the launch platform as
well as the target types (multi-platform and
multi-target coordinated engagements). This
flexibility makes the RBS15 Coastal Defence
system the perfect match for parallel domi-
nance in blue waters, on land and in rugged
littoral waters.

A standard RBS15 Mk3 Coastal Defence
battery consists of two to four launch vehi-
cles which can operate stand alone or can
be supported by a mobile command post,
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an ammunition supply and “in field” repair
capability — all of which are available “off-
the-shelf” and currently in series production.

The modular, mobile and extend-
able RBS15 Mk3 Coastal Defence system
provides maximum operational flexibility to
different applications and can be tailored to
the customer’s requirements, adds Diehl.
The system can be integrated into higher
level command and control systems. Itis
low operational and logistics costs, as well
as very low personnel requirements are
further benefits of the RBS15 Mk3 Coastal
Defence System. Currently the armed forces
of eight user nations worldwide use the
RBS15 missile family: Sweden, Germany,
Poland, Finland, Algeria, Thailand, Croatia
and Bulgaria. RBS15 is designed to give the
user an edge to stay ahead in increasingly
complex conflict scenarios — it will search,
find and destroy the designated targets,
says Diehl. m

Velum Labs Presents Cutting-Edge Al Security Capabilities

alaysia’s Velum Labs has
unveiled its latest security
and defence innovations,

augmented with artificial intelligence
(Al) and edge-deployed technologies.
Velum is Malaysia’s first fully sovereign
cyber intelligence company which is also
exporting its solutions.

Rizman Merican, CEO, Velum said
there would continued investment in Al.
“We must harness and integrate Al as a
core element in addressing current and

future security threats.” This year’s show-
case, themed ‘Total Defence’ is housed in
an immersive visualisation centre, jointly
presented with sister company Sapura
Secured Technologies (SST).

Tan Sri Shabhril Shamsuddin,
Group Chairman, CEO and founder of
Velum Labs noted, “Integrating SST’s
Al-enabled technology with Velum Labs’
innovation creates a full-spectrum sover-
eign Malaysian capability to address
threats over the next decade.”

SST, which supports Malaysia’s
mission-critical communications infra-
structure, is also collaborating with
Velum Labs on next-generation border
intelligence systems. Shakir Serpudin,
CEO, SST Group added, “We are excited
to introduce alongside Velum Labs,
our edge-based intelligent command
and control technologies and real-time
threat detection solutions as part of
the Beyond Borders technology plat-
form.” m
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Russian Naval

Industries at the show

he Naval component of Russia’s expo-

I sition is present at the show and is

organised by ROSOBORONEXPORT.

This includes the Project 22160 patrol ship

and the Project 12701 Alexandrit-E mine
countermeasure ship.

Project 22160 Patrol Ship

Project 22160 is designed for patrol-
ling of the 200-mile EEZ, law enforcement
missions and participation in SAR opera-
tions. According to the company, the ship is
among the best in patrolling large sea and
ocean areas situated far from home port. To
ensure distant surface monitoring - a heli-
copter and two UAVs are located aboard
the ship. An assault boat and a high-speed
motor boat are available on board ensuring
fast delivery of a special force group or inter-
ception of a suspicious vessel.

Project 22160 can be retrofitted up to
corvette class, equipped with a modular
hospital, unmanned boats and submers-
ible vessels. Installing different additional
modules in the transformable compartments
adds extra functions to the ship.

Project 12701 Alexandrit-E mine
Countermeasure Ship

The Project 12701 ships carry out mine
countermeasure activities, ensuring detec-
tion and destruction of all types of mines at
the EEZ. The Alexandrit-E is also equipped
with a modern, ahead-of-course mine search
and destroy system and sweeps. The ship
is capable of providing effective counter-
mine protection of naval bases, EEZs, ships
and vessels on routes with highly accurate

¥
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Project 22160 Patrol Ship

search and destroy of minefields.

Project 12701 can also carry out counter-
mine reconnaissance. The ship is equipped
with the Alexandrit-ISPUM integrated mine
search and destroy system; search and
destroy system tethered vehicles; contact
and broadband acoustic sweeps and the
Diez-E automated countermine measures
control system. Project 12701 is also armed
with the AK-306 - a 30mm artillery gun
featuring a range of fire of 5 km.

The company states that the construction
of the ships can be localised at shipyards of
Malaysia and other states in the region, both
in the interests of the national Navy, Coast
Guard and Marine Police and for export to
third countries.

The Russian defence industry’s capabili-
ties to manufacture marine robotic systems
will be demonstrated on the example of
the Klavesin-1RE unmanned autonomous
underwater vehicle. ®

Turkish Aerospace
Gaining Global Footprint

urkish Aerospace is showcas-

I ing fixed and rotary wing aerial

platforms to unmanned aerial vehi-

cles, from satellite systems to structural

component capabilities at the show. Their

booth at the show is a beehive of activity

with not just the Malaysian Armed Forces

interested, but other Armed Forces in the
region checking out the products.

Turkish Aerospace holds a unique
position in the industry thanks to its infra-
structure investments, including Europe’s
second-largest Subsonic Wind Tunnel, the
world’s fifth-largest Radar Cross Section
Test Facility and Turkiye’s first Lightning
Test Facility.

At the heart of its product portfolio lie
indigenous projects including HURKUS,

Tarkiye’s first indigenous trainer aircraft,
while HURJET, capable of reaching
supersonic speeds, is opening the door
to a new era in jet training. Turkish Fighter
KAAN, has positioned Turkiye among
the few countries with a fifth-generation
fighter jet and stands as a symbol of engi-
neering determination and belief.

In the helicopter segment, indigenous
solutions such as the T129 ATAK, T625
GOKBEY, and T70 Utility Helicopter serve
both in domestic security operations and
as representations of Tirkiye’s engineer-
ing capabilities on the international stage.

In the field of unmanned aerial vehi-
cles, ANKA has become the eyes and
ears of the field during long-duration
surveillance missions, while AKSUNGUR

offers multi-role capabilities with its high
payload capacity. The next-generation
jet-powered UAV, ANKA lll, with its low
radar signature and high-speed perfor-
mance, is poised to play a significant role
in the future.

In space systems - another strate-
gic focus area for Turkish Aerospace
- projects such as the GOKTURK satel-
lites and the indigenous communications
satellite TURKSAT 6A contribute to Turki-
ye’s vision of space independence.

With every platform it develops, Turk-
ish Aerospace carries its knowledge and
expertise to the next level and they feel
that they are not merely producing aircraft,
but giving wings to a nation’s dream of
independence. ®
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Aselsan planning more
Collaborations in the Region

elebrating its 50th anniversary,
CAseIsan has embarked upon an

aggressive strategy of continuing
investment in research and development
and series production, a game-changer in
the domain.

Speaking to Show Daily, Ahmet Akyol,
President and CEO, Aselsan, said the
company has enhanced collaborations with
local companies in Malaysia. At LIMA 2025
it has entered into agreements with four
companies, one of which was signed in the
presence of the Malaysian Defence Minister
yesterday.

Transfer of Technology

He added that these include transfer of
technology with local units would, produc-
ing some systems, which will be marketed in
the region. “In this exhibition, we have many
different systems for end-users.” Besides
the region, Aselsan, he added, was look-
ing at African and East European markets,
as it continues to grow worldwide. “We have
collaborations in the Philippines and Indone-
sia.”

Ahmet Akyol said that in the 50th year,
since inception in 1975, the company had
reached some record numbers that included
the employee strength going beyond 12,000
of which about 7,500 were in R&D. In terms
of revenue, Aselsan has crossed $3 billion
and as per market capitalisation it was one
of the most valuable companies not only in
Turkey, but also in the European region. “It is
one of the 10 fastest companies in terms of
growth in the world of defence electronics
and we are doing better than before.”

30 New Products Every Year

The CEO mentioned that the strides made
by the company has been a ‘game-changer’
as almost 30 new products/ solutions are
delivered to end users in one year. “Today,
our systems are used in 92 countries and the
number is growing, thanks to our young and
dynamic team,” he said added that Aselsan

Ahmet Akyol

is more of an international defence company
than a Turkish company.

Talking specifically about LIMA, he said
that it is an important event and the growth
opportunities in the region were tremendous.
“We are getting into collaborations and are
more than willing to transfer technologies to
help local industries. In Malaysia, we have
built the collaboration over two years now
and continue to expand.”

Aselsan, he said, had solutions for naval
ships, armoured vehicles, helicopters,
unmanned aerial vehicles etc. The company
provides a variety of sensors, optics,
communications systems and weapons,
among other defence electronics solutions
to end-users.

“We develop state-of-the-art products
and systems in many areas, especially
air and missile defence systems, avionics
systems, navigation systems, unmanned
aerial vehicles and military communication
systems.”

Littoral Combat Ship Raja Muda Nala to be

ues to make significant progress in

the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) Project
with the completion of the ‘Downslip Safety
Checklist’ signing session for LCS 2, Raja
Muda Nala, followed by the vessel’s techni-
cal downslip.

The validation process, which involved
LUNAS, LCS Royal Malaysian Navy Project
Team (RMNPT), Naval Group (NG), and
Bureau Veritas (BV) was a critical step in

I umut Naval Shipyard (LUNAS) contin-

confirming the vessel’s safety, structural
integrity, and readiness before being trans-
ferred to water. It ensures that all technical
aspects of the ship meet the highest stand-
ards of the naval shipbuilding industry.
Following the checklist signing, LCS
2 which is to be named Raja Muda Nala
underwent her technical downslip later the
same afternoon, making a significant mile-
stone as she was launched into the water
for the first time. This achievement reflects
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He said that Aselsan has achieved the
success of providing solutions in this field to
the armies of the world, especially the Turk-
ish Armed Forces, by producing complete
systems that include the three corner-
stones of the Air Defence System, Weapons,
Sensors and Command Control. “We have
built a new project where all systems are
integrated for regional protection from
aerial threats such as drone swarms, Kami-
kaze etc. Integrated systems are no longer
options, but mandatory.”

Exports on the rise

The current exports are presently around
30% and expected to increase to 40% in
the coming years he said. “We sometimes
export directly or we integrate on platforms
procured from Turkey.”

The CEO mentioned that the company had
registered 18% growth from last year. “We
were ranked 48th last year and this year we
have touched 42nd and continue to grow to
become 30th soon in about five years’ time.
The order backlog is worth 15 billion USD.”

He said the company continued to
sustain its commitment to be ‘best in class’
and that in Optics it was among the top two
in the market.

“We focus on innovative, game chang-
ing technologies. For instance, in terms
of UAV cameras - we produced the best
15-inch camera for the international market.
We signed contracts for 80 countries in one
year, because of the quality and the capa-
bilities of the optics, and also its pricing and
delivery.”

The CEO reiterated that the company
continues to focus on “deeper levels of
technology and the solutions were the result
of that”. The company had delivered over
4,000 units of Smash family for land and
naval purposes, he said and added that “the
company always looked forward to the end-
user feedback to continuously improve the
solutions it offered.” ®

- R. Chandrakanth

launched in July

the collective effort and coordination of all
involved teams and forms the foundation
for the next phrase of the ship’s construc-
tion.

The technical downslip also paves the
way for the next key milestones, including
the official naming and launching ceremony
of Raja Muda Nala by Her Royal Highness
Tengku Permaisuri of Selangor, Tengku
Permaisuri Hajah Norashikin, scheduled in
early July 2025. =
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Bharat Dynamics Limited
Showcases Guided Missile
Systems, Rising Exports

efence Public Sector Undertaking Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL)
thich is part of the India Pavilion at the show has generated a lot of

interest in the guided missile systems that are on display here. BDL
is presenting Akash surface-to-air missile; Astra air-to-air missile; Helina
air-to-surface missile; anti-tank guided missiles (including man-portable);
Underwater weapons such as TAL-XP and Varunastra; and Counter Meas-
ure systems.

Lunavath Kishan, Executive Director, BDL told the Show Daily that
there were lot of queries from the Southeast Asia region and that BDL was
speaking with them on the advantages of these systems in terms of capa-
bilities, pricing and deliveries.

He said that in sync with the Prime Minister’s initiative of ‘Make in India’,
BDL products and solutions are ‘totally indigenised’ and have been used
extensively by the Indian Armed Forces. BDL's exports, he said, has been
growing and presently it was around 30%. The missile systems from BDL,
he added have been battle-proven.

To cater to the growing demands of the Indian Armed Forces, BDL
is setting up three additional units, one at Ibrahimpatnam in Telangana,
second one at Amravati in Maharashtra and third one at Jhansi in Uttar
Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor.

He said that BDL while fulfilling its basic role as a weapon system
manufacturer, has inhouse R&D capabilities and also working with Defence
Research Development Organisation. Work is in progress for Beyond Visual
Range missile systems, one of which is Astra. BDL has started undertaking
development of products for the Armed Forces with Al Technologies with
< active participation of startups. ®
Lunavath Kishan, Executive Director BDL - R. Chandrakanth
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Sukhoi Su-57E at Aero India 2025. A scale model is displayed at the UAC booth
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Russia Seeks Southeast Asian Interest in Su-57E

the Royal Malaysian Air Force (RMAF) and other Southeast
Asian nations, despite the aircraft’s absence from the show
due to unresolved airspace clearance issues.

Rosoboronexport remains confident the Su-57E will attract
serious interest in the region. “The fighter’s key advantage is its
proven performance in real combat, where it has operated under
modern electronic warfare, air defence, and aerial attack condi-
tions,” a spokesperson stated, emphasising its credentials.

Although the Su-57 couldn’t make its Southeast Asian debut
at the show, Russia showcased a strong lineup of military aircraft
aimed at reinforcing its defence ties in the region. Featured plat-
forms included the Sukhoi Su-30SM and Su-35S multi-role fighters

R ussia is actively pitching its Sukhoi Su-57E stealth fighter to

- both featuring super manoeuvrability and combat experience.
These jets are performing aerial demonstrations as part of the
Russian Knights aerobatic team.

Other aircrafts on display included the [I-76 MD-90A(E) heavy-
lift military transport, the Ka-52E and Mi-28NME attack helicopters,
and the Mi-171Sh transport helicopter. According to Rosoboronex-
port, these systems have delivered reliable performance in active
service and continue to see growing demand across Southeast
Asia.

Following earlier showcases of the Su-57E at Aero India 2025
and LAAD Brazil 2025, Russia is betting its combat record and
high-end capabilities will keep it in contention for regional procure-
ment programmes. ®

Malaysia unveils Indigenously Built ‘RIBAT’

Malaysia’s first High Mobility Light Tactical Vehicle (HMLTV),
designed and fully built by local defence firm Mildef Interna-
tional Technologies.

Named personally by the Prime Minister, the name carries a
symbolic value, referring to the practice of guarding and control-
ling the border to defend the safety of the people. It also represents
Malaysia’s commitment to technological self-reliance and defence
innovation.

Developed in Seremban and Sepang by local engineers, RIBAT is
built with modular ballistic protection tailored for patrol, convoy and
special operations. This highlights Malaysia’s growing defence capa-
bilities, MILDEF stated.

At the event, Prime Minister Anwar alongside Defence Minister
Datuk Seri Mohamed Khaled Nordin and Armed Forces Chief Gen
Datuk Mohd Nizam Jaffarm also witnessed the signing of a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) between MILDEF and Indonesia’s PT
PINDAD, paving the way for export, technology transfer, and regional
defence cooperation. They also witnessed a Memorandum of Agree-
ment (MoA) signing between MILDEF and STRIDE, the Ministry of
Defence’s research agency, to jointly develop two more domestically
designed tactical vehicle platforms. =

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim unveiled RIBAT -

www.showdailys.com



BrahMos missile production
to commence in Lucknow

Pradesh to manufacture the supersonic cruise missile,

BrahMos. In 2021, the Uttar Pradesh government had allotted
80 hectares of land free cost for the project and the facility is ready
for production of BrahMos. The facility is part of the Uttar Pradesh
Defence Industrial Corridor.

BrahMos Aerospace, a joint venture between India and Russia, is
investing ¥300 crore (35$ million) in the Lucknow manufacturing unit
which was inaugurated by the Indian Minister of Defence, Rajnath
Singh. The Minister said the integration and test facility is a concrete
step towards making India an attractive defence product manufac-
turing hub. A huge market for selling arms and equipment awaits
India and the Government is moving ahead with the idea of making
military equipment for the country as well as for exports, he said
while virtually addressing the event from Delhi.

The Defence Minister said, "BrahMos is one of the world's fastest
supersonic cruise missiles. BrahMos is not just a weapon, but it is
a message in itself. A message of the strength of our armed forces.
A message of our deterrence towards the enemy. A message of our
commitment to safeguarding our borders."

Rajnath Singh said, "As you all know, whether it is the Govern-
ment of India or the state government, our policy is very clear — Make
in India, Make for the World. For us, self-reliance in the defence
sector has a very broad meaning. We are moving ahead with the idea

BrahMos Aerospace is setting up a facility in Lucknow, Uttar

STRONG
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that we have to make arms and equipment for ourselves, as well as
export them to the whole world."

Citing a report of the Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute, Rajnath Singh said the world military expenditure in 2024
had increased to USD 2,718 billion. “A huge market for arms and
equipment is waiting for us. Therefore, we have to move forward with
great strength towards developing India as an attractive defence
product hub for the world. Today is another concrete step towards
that idea." ®

Military transport helicopter

more info at

ROE.RU/ENG/

dual-Use.  products,

Reacbaronexport i the sole stale company in Russia
authorized to export the full range of defense end
technologies
Rosoboronexport 2ccounts for over B5% of Rusam's

and | Services.

annual arms sales and maintains miltary-technical
cotperation with over 100 countries worlkdwide.

27 Stromynaa str, 107076,

Mascow, Russian Federation
E-mail: roei@roe.ru

Youtube
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Global Component Asia Signs MoUs
with CW Aero Services; Hangzhou

lobal Component Asia (GCA) has
Gsigned a Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) with GCM Al Tech
and Hangzhou Big Data Industry Investment
to establish a one-year framework under
which the Supplier appoints the Agent as its
exclusive distributor and sales representa-
tive for its technology products in Malaysia.

This partnership aims to ensure mutual
commitment and market focus while
preventing conflicts of interest between
the parties within the designated territory.
Under the agreement, GCA, GCM Al Tech,
and Hangzhou Big Data Industry Investment
will appoint GCM Al Tech as the exclusive
distributor for the products in Malaysia.
GCM Al Tech will handle promotion, sales,
customer support, and reporting, while
following all local laws. The supplier, Hang-
zhou Big Data Industry Investment, will
provide GCM Al Tech with product informa-
tion, marketing materials, technical support,
and ensure timely delivery.

“This collaboration marks a signifi-
cant milestone for GCA as we deepen our
commitment to delivering cutting edge
technology solutions in Malaysia. By part-
nering with a trusted supplier, we are not
only strengthening our market position, but
also reinforcing our dedication to innova-
tion, service excellence, and growth in the
region. We look forward to building a strong,
results-driven partnership that benefits our
clients and the broader Malaysian industry,”
said GCA Chairman Dato’ Nonee Ashirin
Mohd Radzi.

Darren yong loong Yi from GCM Al
Tech, stated, “This partnership represents a

strategic step forward for GCM Al Tech as
we expand our footprint in Malaysia. Part-
nering with a trusted local agent like GCA
allows us to leverage their market exper-
tise and strong relationships to effectively
introduce our technology products to the
region. Together, we are well-positioned to
drive innovation, meet customer needs, and
accelerate growth in a dynamic and promis-
ing market."

Chen Jing Jun from Hangzhou Big Data
Industry Investment also expressed that
“This collaboration represents a significant
step in our international expansion strategy.
By appointing GCM Al Tech as our exclusive
distributor in Malaysia, we are confident in
their ability to effectively deliver our cutting-
edge technology solutions to the local
market. With strong support from GCA, this
partnership allows us to tap into Malaysia’s
growing digital landscape, foster innova-
tion, and build value for our customers and
stakeholders.”

GCA and CW Aero Services

Global Component Asia (GCA) also
signed an MoU with CW Aero Services
(CWAS) to establish a framework for jointly
promoting, marketing, and supporting
the deployment of CWAS’s products and
services in Malaysia, with a primary focus on
Ground Support Equipment. The partner-
ship aims to set a new standard in aviation
excellence for both parties.

Under the terms of the agreement, GCA
and CWAS will collaborate on joint promo-
tional initiatives to develop a unified sales
strategy and mechanism. CWAS will also

assist GCA in building a technical support
and engineering team to deliver comprehen-
sive service capabilities. Additionally, CWAS
Test Benches will be integrated into GCA’s
maintenance and capability development
efforts, supporting operations through main-
tenance, repairs, obsolescence upgrades,
automation, and the design and manufac-
ture of new test benches.

“This partnership with CWAS represents
a significant step forward in our commit-
ment to advancing Malaysia’s capabilities
in the aerospace sector. By combining our
local expertise with CWAS’s world-class
technologies and solutions, we are well-
positioned to deliver innovative, reliable,
and future-ready support to our custom-
ers. This collaboration not only reinforces
our strategic vision, but also aligns with
national objectives to strengthen industrial
development and global competitiveness in
aviation,” said GCA Chairman Dato’ Nonee
Ashirin Mohd Radzi.

CWAS Managing Director Julien Valette,
one of the signatories to the MoU, stated,
“Partnering with GCA represents an exciting
opportunity for CWAS to bring our solutions
closer to one of the region’s most promising
aerospace markets. We see great poten-
tial in combining our engineering expertise
with GCA’s local insight and operational
strength. Together, we aim to deliver high-
impact, future-proof technologies that
support Malaysia’s aerospace ambitions
while developing sustainable capabilities
that benefit both industry and community.
This is not just a business partnership—it's a
shared vision for innovation and growth.” &

BHIC to Promote Airbus Helicopters

strategic Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Airbus Heli-

Boustead Heavy Industries Corporation Berhad (BHIC) has signed

copters and two Framework Agreements (FA) with PT Dirgantara
Indonesia (PTDI) and IPTN North America (INA, Inc.), marking a signifi-
cant step in advancing Malaysia’s defence capabilities and industrial
self-reliance.

These strategic partnerships, formalised at the show with the pres-
ence of YB Dato’ Seri Khaled Nordin, the Minister of Defense, during
the ceremony underscore BHIC’s commitment to strengthening national
security, developing high-value aerospace capabilities and enhancing
regional cooperation. In this MoU, BHIC will collaborate with Airbus to
promote Airbus Helicopters’ solutions for the requirement of Government
of Malaysia namely the Malaysian Armed Forces and government agen-
cies. The collaboration also includes expanding training programmes at
the Airbus Helicopter Simulation Center (AHSC) in Malaysia, positioning
the country as a regional hub for helicopter systems training and devel-
opment.

The FAs with PTDI and INA, focus on regional supply chain collabo-
ration. This includes collaboration on aerostructure tools, parts and
components, aircraft production capacity building, localisation of supply
chains and advanced Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) and
aircraft leasing services. INA, Inc. will support these efforts through aero-
structure parts and components supply and joint marketing initiatives.

MoU Singing Ceremony between Airbus Helicopters and BHIC

BHIC Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Feroz Razi Ramli said, “These
partnerships with Airbus Helicopters, PTDI and INA, Inc. marks a new
chapter for BHIC, reinforcing our role as a key industrial enabler for
Malaysia’s defence and aerospace ecosystem. They reflect our commit-
ment to national capability development, technology transfer and
long-term regional cooperation. Together, we aim to create sustainable
value, strengthen our service offerings and support the Government’s
agenda for self-reliant defence infrastructure.” ®
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Navigating in Contested Waters

alaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and
Thailand are part of the Malacca

Straits Patrol (MSP) to overcome

security incidents, particularly with the
Chinese. However, there is need to enhance
maritime domain awareness including

having ‘eyes in the sky’ (joint aerial surveil-
lance), intelligence exchange group and
coordinated sea patrol initiative, said Rear
Admiral Dato Pahlawan Mohd Fadli Kamal
bin Mohd Mohaldin.

Participating in a panel discussion on
‘Harnessing Blue Economy’ at the show, the
Rear Admiral said it was a complex maritime
security in the region which was rich in natu-
ral resources that gave revenues of nearly
3 to 6 billion USD and provided millions of
jobs.

The Joint Development Area (JDA) which
involved Malaysia, Thailand, Vietham and
Brunei, he said, was to jointly explore and
exploit natural resources with equal reve-
nue sharing arrangement. There was need
to secure the Straits of Malacca as about

80,000 ships a year traversed through the
straits and there were risks of illicit activities.

The way forward, the Rear Admiral said
was to deploy UAVs, artificial intelligence
for enhanced surveillance. As regards JDA,
he underlined the need to promote marine
science cooperation and replicate JDAs in
contested zones.

Handan Ramii, Head of Production,
Petronas said that Petronas as a custodian
to manage sustainable exploration of Malay-
sia’s petroleum resources had an onerous
task as there were issues of piracy and other
safety concerns, particularly in isolated
offshore fields. Petronas had 167 producing
fields, operating in diverse environments.

Petronas, he said, has been collaborat-
ing with Malaysia Maritime Agency to deal
with irregular activities on sea as there has
been substantial loss of revenue due to such
activities.

Dr. Do Thanh Hai, Deputy Director General
of East Institute Diplomatic Academy of Viet-
nam said there has been increased levels of

tension and violence in ‘grey zone’ and cited
how the Chinese and the Filipinos have been
battling it out in the South China Sea. There
is imbalance of power with China dominat-
ing in terms of fleet size, aircraft carriers,
destroyers etc. There is need for Southeast
Asian countries to invest more in surveil-
lance and also to counter aggression.

Dr. Young Kil Park of Korea Maritime
Institute said efforts are to ensure sustain-
able fisheries and protect Korean fishermen
as Chinese fishing vessels were encroach-
ing into territorial waters. Due to the Chinese
aggression, the number of fisheries house-
holds had reduced considerably and also
there was decrease in fishing vessels. To
encourage fishing, Korea has now allowed
14 species, up from four in 2000.

The conference underscored the impor-
tance of collaboration and joint investment
to ensure safety of the region and also to
promote exploration of natural resources. ®

- R. Chandrakanth

South Korea and UAE sign
pact for cooperation on KF-21

-—‘_‘-

South Korea 's KF-21 Boramae

ecently, South Korea and the United
Arab Emirates signed a letter of intent

(Lol) for comprehensive cooperation

on South Korean fighter jets. The agreement
was signed between the Republic of Korea Air
Force (ROKAF) Chief of Staff, Gen. Lee Young-
su, and the Commander of the UAE Air Force
and Air Defence, Maj. Gen. Rashed Moham-
med A. Al Shamsi, during the latter’s visit to
the Korea Aerospace Industries (KAl), which
manufactures the KF-21 fighters and the FA-50
light attack jets.

This preliminary agreement will enable the

UAE Air Force to visit South Korean units that
will operate the KF-21 fighters and observe air
drills involving the aircraft. The agreement did
not specify whether the UAE would be inter-
ested in purchasing the aircraft from South
Korea; however, it is believed that the Lol may
pave the way for a future deal.

The UAE first evinced interest in the KF-21

in 2023 as part of its plan to acquire next-
generation fighter jets.

The KF-21 Boramae uses stealth tech-

nology but carries weapons externally, and
features such as internal bays will be intro-
— duced later with KF-21EX programme. The

KF-21

is South Korea's second domestic

fighter jet development programme, following
the FA-50. m

www.showdailys.com
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Elevating Aerospace & Defense Frontiers

Bali Airshow 2027 propels Indonesia’s aerospace and
defense industry to new heights, serving as the strategic
gateway to innovation, collaboration, and global
expansion.

Newin2027!

¥ Expanded Exhibition - More space for international
exhibitors & cutting-edge tech

¥ Airport Pavilion - Focused on aviation infrastructure &
MRO advancements

« VIP Delegation & Hosted Buyer Programme - Exclusive
networking with customized matchmaking services

¥ Stronger Media Presence - Greater globalreach &
industry exposure

Join global leaders, explore innovations, and seize
opportunities in one of the world’s fastest-growing
aerospace markets!

Secure your spot and
be part of the
remarkable growth
Indonesia’s dynamic
aviation future!
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Crystal-Clear |ldentification

Ina.combat environment-where so many ground, naval and airborne platforms
of friendly and hostile units may take place, it is vital to know which of them
are friendly units to ask for their support or to avoid fratricide. ASELSAN
Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) Mode 5/S Systems have been desighed with the
implementation of advanced engineering technigues to fill this gap.

aselsan (,5"81“

-




